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From a young age Dave never 
seemed to find his place. He 
would constantly go from one 
thing to another never feeling 
quite like he belonged. Because 
of this, Dave constantly struggled 
with his identity and found  
himself running with other  
self-identified outcasts. 

“My friend’s father was an 
alcoholic that didn’t keep track  
of his stash well. I started drinking 
at the age of 8 and by the time  
I was in high school I was addicted 
to pills.”

Dave’s addiction continued 
through and after college when he 
began using heroin. 

“I thought I had found rock 
bottom, but then I found a way to 
dig deeper and deeper. Each time 
thinking I was at the bottom and 
each time wrong.”

Dave ended up spending time in 
jail and quickly realized he had 
to change. After being unable to 
attain drugs for over 4 months in 
jail he decided he might be able  
to finally make the change.

“I figured I had done it this long, 
maybe this time I could actually 
make it stick.”

Dave came to The Rescue Mission 
and decided he was ready to 
change, but his change wouldn’t 
come easy.

“It was hard. I like to do things my 
own way and while I hated all the 
rules, they were what I needed  
to succeed.” 

At The Rescue Mission, Dave was 
given the chance to uncover not 
only issues from his past, but 
issues he was still struggling  
with and ones he never realized.

“The mission gave me the 

platform to succeed. It gave me 
the opportunity to finally start 
actually being me and finding 
myself. I finally felt like I had a 
place I belonged.”

Dave is now married with a 
stepson and new outlook on life. 

“Being married has changed my 
whole perspective. Now I want to 
succeed but not just for me, I have 
to succeed for my family.”

Dave admits this wasn’t a second 
chance but instead about a 92nd 
chance. 

“If The Rescue Mission wasn’t 
here, people like me wouldn’t 
get another chance. How many 
places can you go and get what 
the mission offers? Trust me, it’s 
basically none, and to add Christ 
on-top of what this place does is 
just a miracle for someone like me. 
A miracle I thank God for daily.” 

RESTORATION – Your support helped restore Dave’s life
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A note from

Dear Friends,

Because of you, the men, 
women, and children in our 
community are being given a 
new chance at life. Because 
of you, those who had lost all 
hope are finding it here at The 
Rescue Mission. Because of you, 
The Rescue Mission is able to 
exist, and from everyone here 
we want to say thank you! 

Many ask me, “What more can I 
do?” Here are three easy ways 
anyone can help TODAY. 

Pray for Fort Wayne, our 
community, the homeless, 
volunteers, and The Rescue 
Mission staff.

Give of your time to 
learn about the issue of 
homelessness. Give your hands 
to serve our residents, and give 
what you are able to financially 
with what God has blessed you.

Share with friends and family 
what God is doing at The 
Rescue Mission and encourage 
them to get involved.

Together, with 
your help, we are 
changing lives for 
good! Please help 
us to continue this 
change now and 
into the future.

We can all help, in many different ways

Art that helps heal life-long wounds

You gave Cora hope for a future

Well deserved recognition
Toni Lovell receives 
Ian Rolland  
Service Award

Patrick Chesebrough, a Rescue 
Mission Case Manager, has found 
a way to heal with art. In the 
early 2000’s, recently sober, 
Patrick was going to art school 
where he met his wife, had a son, 
and started dealing with extreme 
manic episodes.

“I would enter a semester, get 
straight A’s for a month then fall 
on my face and flunk.” he said.

Seeking help, he was diagnosed 
with Bi-polar disorder in 2008 
and prescribed medication. The 
change was dramatic and from 
2010-2018 Patrick completed his 
degree, started working at The 
Rescue Mission, and received a 
masters. 

At The Rescue Mission, Patrick 
found his experience aided him 
in connecting with residents 
but made him more vulnerable 
if something happened. In early 
2019, that something was a client 
who relapsed and died from an 
overdose.

“It crushed me. I questioned my 
ability to serve.” He said.

Patrick’s wife encouraged him to 

seek counseling and that is where 
he was encouraged to start 
painting. 

“I started to paint, and all of this 
tied up stuff inside of me just 
started to unravel.”

Today, not only does Patrick 
continue to paint, but he’s 
working to develop a program 

that he believes will help the men 
of the Rescue Mission overcome 
their life barriers through arts-
focused therapeutic intervention.

“Art helps them remove a layer 
and then start to open up and 
communicate in a non-verbal 
way. It’s a place to start the 
healing process for them.”

Cora’s life has never been easy. From a very young 
age she remembers the feeling of betrayal and 
mistreatment from the ones she trusted and loved. 
Because of this, she lived her life to please those 
around her, even if she wasn’t happy.

“I didn’t do anything for me. It was always for 
them, and because of that, I was never happy.”

It wasn’t until later in life that Cora realized she 
had been battling depression her entire life. Many 
times in life, she had wanted to end it all.

“My daughter told me I never seemed happy and I 
should get help and talk with someone.”

When Cora came to Charis House, she was unsure 
of what to expect or why she was even there.

“I had been homeless for a year, and it wasn’t easy. 
I had one of the roughest years of my life during 
this time and came here thinking I just wanted 
short-term placement.”

Cora quickly realized God had other plans for 
her and she began listening to what He had been 
telling her all her life.

“Every time I hit walls I blamed God, I never 
realized it was because it wasn’t the way he 
wanted me to go in life. I am a stubborn person, 
but once I got to Charis House and started actually 
listening to God, my life became so much clearer.” 

“Charis House gave me a chance to look in the 
mirror and finally love myself. It gave me a safe 
place to learn who I was and wanted to be. I can 
say without a doubt, Charis House saved my life.”

On September 19th, Toni Lovell, 
The Rescue Mission’s Senior VP 
of Programs and Clinical Services, 
was recognized for outstanding 
work and service with the Ian 
Rolland Service Award. The 
award is given to community 
members who represent and 
serve as examples to others on 
how to best aid and support  
our community.  

Learn more at

therescuemission.net

Patrick Chesebrough,  
Case Manager III 

Toni Lovell, Senior VP  
Programs & Clinical Services



 

Credit Card # (if applicable)

Signature

Exp. Date

Name

Street Address

City State Zip

Email

The Rescue Mission would like to thank our corporate partners for their faithful and generous support:

TheRescueMission.net

Corporate Partners

YES,
I want to help 
feed someone 
this holiday 

season.

YOUR SUPPORT IS CHANGING LIVES FOR GOOD. People like Dave and Cora are overcoming decades 
of substance abuse, and men just out of prison are getting another shot at life. Lives are changing 
because of you! Will you continue to support men, women, and children who are facing a homeless 
crisis by sending in your best gift today?

$15 to feed 7 people in need

Enclosed is my gift of:

$30 to feed 14 hungry people

$75 to feed 35 this holiday

$_______ to help as much as possible

Please bill my credit card

for a delicious thanksgiving meal.
How many people in need will you feed this 
upcoming Holiday season? Your gift now will make 
an impact today, this Thanksgiving season, and 
throughout the year.

It only takes one gift to change a life FOREVER

IS JUST AROUND THE CORNER

$2.11


